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OBSERVATIONS on SHYNESS. 
R. LOVEDAY ufed to flyle fthynefs the Englifh mad- 


nefs. If indulged it may be the caufe of madnefs, 
by driving mento fhun company, and live in folitude, which 
few heads are ftrong enough to bear—none, if it be joined 
with idlenefs. Or it may be the effet of madnefs, which is 
mifanthropic and malignant. Some fay pride is always at 
the bottom. You do not like company ; you are uneafy in 
it; why ? You are con{cious of fome infirmity which dif- 
qualifies you from fhining, and making that figure you wifh 
todo. Othersexcel you in breeding, converfation, and the 
arts of pleafing. You feel felf-abafement and vexation at 
being thus abafhed and kept under; you fly from the fcene 
of torment, hating your tormentors, and abufing them either 
to yourfelf, or in fociety of an inferior fort, among thofe 
who will join you, having, perhaps, fuffered the fame, or 
worfe ; and fo you relieve and comfort one another.—All 
this is tootrue. An Englifhman is upon the referve, ac- 
cording to Mrs. Piozzi? by way of fecurity, left he fhould 
fay fomething open to the cenfure and ridicule of others, 
and fo his charaéter fhould fuffer. This is upon the fame 
Principle: and fo, if he cannot fay fomething fine and 
witty, and worthy of himfelf, he fits fullen, and fays nothing. 
Thus a whole company, among Englifhien, is often filent 
for a confiderable time together, till they wih themfelves and 
one another further ! 
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The compofure of an Englifhman is eafily difturbed by 
fuch circumflances. If you attempt to be familiar with 
thefe fhy creatures, they fufpe&t you with to degrade them, 
ind jeffen their confequence. The moft effeétual way of 
getting rid of this childifh bathfulnefs is to mix in well-bred 
companies, where elegant eafe is to be met with, and an 
equal diftance is obferved between the ftiffnefs of aukward 
pride and the grofs familiarity of the vulgar. This is the 
happy medium; and it is in fuch polifhed focieties that the 
pleafures of converfation are to be found in their greateft 
perfcétion; itis inthele that we meet with 


‘sé 


Ihe feaft of reafon, and the flow of foul.” 
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THE SYLPH; 
OR, 
I'us HISTORY or SOPHIA MERTON. 
Continued from Page 327.) 


MYSTERLOUS CONDUCT, AND AN EXPLANATION. 


E will now return to the interefting Sophia, whom 

we left in great perplexity at the filence and evafions 

of her lover, whenever pecuniary affairs became the topic of 
converfation, or the fubje& of epiftolary correfpondence: 
[n the midft of this embarraf{ment of mind fhe received an 
epiftle from Edwin, informing her that he hoped to be in 
Mellford almoft as foon as fhe could perufe his letter, but 
without giving her any other information. He accordingly 
arrived, and was juft as abftra@ed and uncandid as before ; 
his ftrange conduét was even tirefome as well as perplexing. 
low extraordinary it is,” faid Sophia and Lucy, in their 
confidential converfations, “* that Edwin never tells us any 
particulars relating to the public amufemenis or elegant 
parties in the celebrated city he refides in ; his letters too are 
always filent on that head.’’ All this was very aftonifhing, and 
Sophia became more and more difcontented with her lover. 
E. ‘win foon after took a long journey to the houfe of agen- 
ticruan, an old acquaintance of his father-in-law’s, and an 
old fiend of his own, who fhortly after followed him back 
to Mellford, to pay avifit, it was faid, to Mr. and Mrs. Hatt- 
tord. 
Sophia was then informed by her lover, “ That this gen- 
tleman intended to aflift him in fettling matters with his 
motuer 
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mother and her hufband, preparatory to his marriage.” All 
things feemed now in a fair way to be explained: however 
this friend, after a fhort ftay, returned home, and nothing 
more tran{pired on the fubje&t, until Edwin fome time after 
took leave of Sophia, in order to return alfo to his place of 
refidence, then at the laff moment, when he rofe to depart, he 
informed my ward, “* That he had fettled every thing with 
his mother and father to his fatisfattion.” It is neceffary 
that it fhould be to my fatisfaétion alfo, thought Sophia; as 
the door fhut after him. 

A few mornings after this, Mr. Hartford, in the name of 
his wife, met the guardians of Mifs Merton by appointment, 
finally to arrange all preliminaries neceflary tothe deflina- 
tion of the young people ; when after fome circumlocution, 
it very fairly came out, that the fole fupport of Edwin and 
his intended bride mult depend on‘her fortune, and the {mall 
and very precarious profits he derived from his profeflion; 
to which was added fome hints that, in cafe of diftrefs, Mrs. 
Edwin would, of courfe, remember he was her fon. The 
friends of Sophia looked at each other with aftonifhment, and 
the perfon principally concerned replied with fome warmth, 
“ That the perfonal and mental accomplifhments, and even 
fortuneof their ward, entitled her to a far different lot.” 
The party now felt a little aukward, talked of the weather, 
wihed each other good morning, and broke up, Mr. Hartford 
in great apparent gaiety and eafe, and the friends of Sophia 
in much difpleafure at a tranfattion, which they confidered 
as little lefs than an affront. 

All that had paffed in this conference was immediately 
communicated to Sophia, whofe good fenfe, enlightened by 
thecaresot Auri, pointed out the propriety of her guardians’ 
conduét ; her feelings were wounded, but fhe refufed to be 
made a dupe, and to fland any longer on the verge of ruin, 
She therefore thanked her friends for their attention to her 
welfare, adding, that fhe pitied Edwin’s fituation, but could 
by no means approve of his duplicity; that fhe now con- 
fidered an union with him as wutual ruin, and that fhe fhould 
direftly write to inform him‘ of her fentiments; affuring-her 
friends the whole affair was from this day ultimately at an 
end, 

Her guardians were much pleafed with her very proper 
and prudent conduét, and expreffed their fatisfa€iion at fo juit 
areturn for their attention to her happinefs, and fo right a 
fenfe herfelf of what would conftitute that happinefs. Mifs 
“crton wrote direfily to Edwin as fhe had promifed, and 
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after a few ineffeétual attempts on his part to continue the 
engagement, the matter concluded; and he himfclf fome 
months after confeffed to Mifs Vernon, whom he happened 
to meet, that the conduét of Sophia had been marked by 
propriety throughout the whole affair; that he was in fome 
refpeét blameable, which he excufed by faying, the con. 
du& of his mother and of his father-in-law had deceived 
him. 

PROGRESSIVE CHANGE PROM ADMIRATION TO LOVE, 

It happened, by a very fingular concatenation of cir. 
cumftances, that Mr. Dorrel, who now began to be attracted 
towards Mellford quite as much by the charms of Sophia, 
as by his friendfhip for Lucy Vernon, pafled in the company 
of thefe fair friends a great part of the’ day in which the 
conference between Mr. Hartford and the guardians of 
Sophiatook place. Dorrel was with refpeé& to love what a 
chryfalis is before it becomes a winged ififeét, and {preads its 
glories in the face of day ; he wasa lover in a dormant flat, 
whom a little funfhine would ripen into perfeétion. Hedil- 
covered from the converfation of his friend Lucy, that Mil 
Merton was not totally difengaged, and before he quitted 
Mellford found that fome unpleafant circumftance had oc. 
curred relating to that engagement, but could not fufficiently 
develope the affair, or find that kind of encouragement for 
his beginning hopes, to juftify his forming decided views 
with refpe& to the ward of Auri. Mr. Dorrel, therefore, 
ended his fhort vifit to Mellford with the rifing hopes of love 
juft expanding in his bofom, and fcarcely knowing himfelf 
what his intentions were with regard to Mifs Merton, bei; 
fenfible only that fhe both deferved and attraéted his very pa 
ticular notice. The ftate of Mr. Dorrel’s mind, althougi 
obvious to the watchful Auri, was not fo to Sophia, whole 
ideas, pretty much engroffed by the late events, attribute! 
this particular attention more to the gallantry of adimiratio 
than the tendernefs of love. 


CONSIDERATE GAIETY. 

The feelings of my ward were certainly hurt by the mas 
ner in which the bufinefs relative to Mr. Edwin terminated 
and fhe was undcutedly much chagrined, yet refolved by ™ 
means to fit at home and feed her vexation, She according! 
mixed as ufual in the circles of amufement, and even with 
more fpirit than before, which neither her friends oF het 


faithful fylph would at fuch a juncture difcourage. Ra 
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body reprobated the leaft idea of ‘her becoming the wife of 
Edwin, and the general attention paid her was evidently 
rather increafed. 

Sophia Merton had a very ftrong propenfity towards 
coquetry, yet, by the guidance of her purple winged guar- 
dian, fhe avoided every imprudence that might bring an im- 
putation of levity on her charafter. Her prudence was 
particularly exemplified one evening at avery gay party, 
and the fylph ventures to recommend it as anexample to his 
fair pupils, who are, like Sophia, under the age of nineteen; 
and even to their ferious confideration, if they have paffed 
that period fome years; After avery [pirited dance which 
fucceeded a weekly ailembly, where Sophia had gone with- 
out her friend Lucy, it was particularly propofed by fome 
military beaus, that the whole parity fhould partake of a 
fupper, to which all the ladies prefent acceded except the 
ward of Auri, who politely but fteadily declined ftaying, 
obferving “* that the lady, under whofe care fhe refided, 
always requefted fhe would decline remaining out to fupper; 
and that fhe would alfo return home by acertatm hour; afer- 
vant then waited for, her, and fhe muft beg leave to go; de- 
firing fhe might not diiturb the company, or prevent the other 
ladies from doing as they pleafed.’’ Sophia left the party, 
and inftead of being le{fened in the eyes of thofe prefent, had 
the pleafure of hearing a few days after, that a very high eu- 
logium on her perfon and manners had paffed foon after ihe 
left the room. 


(To be cortin ed.) 








Bugraphical Sketch of General George Wafhington. 


By J. Morse, D.D. 


Minifter at Charleftown, near Bofton, and Author of the American 
Geography. 


(Continucd from Page 332.) 


E have now arrived at a period in the life of this great 

man, fince which the events of it have been more 
confpicuous and more generally interefling : and it is the lefs 
neceflary to particularize them in this place, becaufe they 
have been fo often detailed, aud are familiar to almoft every 
perfon.. I will only obferve, that General Wathington ar- 
rived at the camp in Cambridge, and took the fupreme com, 
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mand of the American army, July 2, 1775. “* He was re. 
ceived with that. heart-felt exultation, which fuperior merit 
alone can infpire, after having, in his progrefs through the 
States, been honoured with every mark of affection and 
efteem which they conceived were due to the man, to 
whom the whole continent looked up for fafety and free. 
dom. 

It is hoped pofterity will be tawght, in what manner 
he transformed an undifciplined body of peafantry intoa 
segular army of foldiers. Commentaries on his campaigns 
would undoubiedly be highly intcrefting and inftruétive to 
future generations, The condu& of the firft campaign, in 
compelling the Britith troops to abandon Bofton by a blood- 
Jefs viétory, will merit a minute narration. But a volume 
would {carely contain the mortifications he experienced, and 
the hazards to which he was expofed in 1776 and 1777, in 
contending againft the prowefs of Britain with an inade- 
quate force. His good deftiny and confummate prudence, 
prevented want of fuccefs from producing want of confi- 
dence on the part of the public; for want of fuccefs is apt to 
Jead to the adoption of pernicious counfels, through the ver- 
fatility of the people, or the ambition of demagogues. 
Shortly after this period {prang up the only cabal that ever 
exifted during his public life, to rob him of his reputation 
and command. It proved as impotent in effe& as it was au- 
dacious in defign. In the three fucceeding years the germ 
of difcipline unfolded; and the refources of America ha- 
ving been called into co-operation with the land and naval 
forces of France, produced the glorious conclufign of the 
campaign in 1781, From this time the gloom began to dif- 
appear from our political horizon, and the affairs of the union 
proceeded in a meliorating train, until a peace was molt ably 
negociated by our ambaffadors in Europe, in 1783, 

No perfon, who had not the advantage of being prefent 
when General Wathington received the in es om 
peace, and who did not accompany him to his domettic re- 
tirement, can defcribe the relief which that joyful event 
brought to his labouring mind, or the fupreme fatisfaétion 
with whieh he withdrew to private life. From his trium- 
phant entry into New York, upon the evacuation of that city 
by the Britifh army, to his arrival at Mount Vernon, after 
the refignation of his commiffion to Congrefs, feltive crowds 
impeded his paflage through all the populous towns, the de- 
votion of a whole people purfued him with prayers to Hea~ 
yen for bleilings on his head, while their gratitude fought the 
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moft expreffive language of manifefting itfelf to himas their 
common father and benefaétor. When he became a private 
citizen, he had the unufual felicity to find that his native 
{tate was among the moft zealous to do juftice to his merits : 
and that Rronger demonftrations of affeétionate efteem (if 
poflible) were given by the citizens of his neighbourhood, 
than by any other defcription of men on the continent. 
But he conftantly declined accepting any compenfation for 
his fervices, or provifion for the augmented expences in- 
curred in confequence of his public employment, although 
propofals were made in the moft delicate manner, particularly 
by the fates of Virginia and Pennfylvania. 

The virtuous fimplicity which diftinguifhed the private 
life of General Wafhington, though lefs known than the 
dazzling {plendour of his military atchievements, is not 
lefs edifying in example, or worthy the attention of his 
countrymen. The confpicuous charagéter he atted on the 
theatre of human affairs, the uniform dignity with which he 
fuftained his part amidift difficulties of the moft difcouraging 
nature, and the glory of having arrived through them at the 
hour of trramph, made many official and literary perfons, on 
both fides of the ocean, ambitious of a correfpondence with 
him. Thefe correfpondences unavoidably engroffled a great 
portion of his time; and the communications contained in 
them, combined with the numerous periodical publications and 
newfpapers which he perufed, rendered him, as it were, the 
focus of political intelligence for the New World. Nor were 
his converfations with well informed men lefs conducive to 
bring him acquainted with the various events which hap- 
pened in different countries of the globe. Every foreigner 
of diftin&tion, who travelled in America, made it a point to 
vilit him. Members of Congrefs, and other dignified per- 
fonages, did not pafs his houfe, without calling to pay him 
their refpeéts. As another fource of information, it may be 
mentioned, that many literary productions were fent him an- 
nually by their authors in Europe; and that there was 
{carcely one work written in America on any art, {ctence, 
or fubje&t, which did not feek his proieétion, or which was nct 
offered to him as a token of gratitude. Mechanical inven- 
tions were frequently f{ubmitted to him for his approbation, 
and natural curiofities prefented for his invefligation. But 
the multiplicity of epiftolary applications, often on the re- 
mains of fome bufinefs which happened when he was Com- 
mander in Chief; fometimes on fubjcéts foreign to his 
liuation, frivolous in their nature, and intended merely to 
gratify 
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gratify the vanity of the writers by drawing anfwerts from 
him, was truly diftrefling and almoft incredible. His benig. 
nity in anfwering perhaps increafed the number. Had he 
not hufbanded every moment to the beft advantage, it would 
not have been. in his powerto have noticed the vaft variety 
of fubjeéts that claimed his attention. 

In this manner he fpent his time from the peace of 1783, 
till he was eleéted a menmtber of the convertion who framed, 
in Philadelphia, in the fummer of 1787, the prefent con. 
flitution of the United States. Of this convention of fages 
he was chofen Prefident, and with his name he has fanétioned 
the conftitution of their and his country’s choice. 

When this: con{titution, adopted by the nation, was to “ 
organized and put in operation,. by an eletion of the proper 
officers, the United States ftedfaft tm their preference, with 
one voice fummoned their beloved Watfhington, unpraétifed 
as he was in the duties of civil adminiftration, to the chair 
of government. He heard their voice with veneration and 
love ; and with that felf diffdence and modefty which ever 
accompany pre-eminent merit, he obeyed their fammons. 
On the 30th of April, 1789, he was inaugurated Prefident of 
the United States; in the city of New York, amidft the ac- 
clamations of thoufands of fpeétators. “* It feemed, by the 
number of witneffes,” fays one who beheld the interrefting 
fcene, “ to be afolemn appeal to Heavenand earth at once. 
Upon the fubjeé& of this great and good man I may, perhaps, 
be an enthufiaft; but I confefs, I was under an awful and 
religious perfuafion, that the Gracious Ruler of the Univerfe 
was looking down at that moment, with peculiar compla- 
cency, on an aét which, to a part’ of his creatures, was fo 
very important. Under this impreffion, when | the Chan- 
cellor pronouriced, in a vety feeling manner, “ Long live 
George Wathington,” my fenfibility was wound up to fuch 
a pitch, that I could do no more ‘oon wave my hat with the 
refi, without the power of joining in the repeated accla 
mations which rent the air.” 

In the autumn after his indu€tion into office he vifited the 
eaflern fates; with how much delight ms advantage to the 
people, and fatisfaétion to his own mind, let the volume of 
their addrefles‘and his anfwers teftify. 

With what dignity, wifdom, firmnefs, integrity, and high 
and general approbation, he performed the duties of his mol 


arduous, elevated, and re frontibl office, during his eight 
years a iminifira tion, hiseulogilts ha ave cloqiue ntly at nnounced, 
and hiftorians will record with pride and admiration. “ Com- 
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mencing his adminifiration, what heart is not charmed with 
the recolle&tion of the pure and wife principles announced 
by himfelf as the bafis of his political life. He beft under- 
food the indiffoluble union between virtue and happinefs, 
between duty and advantage, between the genuine maxims 
of an honeft and magnanimous policy, and the folid rewards 
of public profperity and individual felicity : watching with 
anequal and comprchenfive eye over this great affemblage of 
communities and interefts, he laid the foundations of our na- 
tional policy, in the unerring and immutable principles of 
morality, bafed on religion,exemplifying the pre-eminence of 
free government, by all the attributes which win the affeétions 
of its citizens, or command the refpe& of the world*.”’ 

During his adminiftration as our Supreme Executive Ma- 
giftrate, ‘ His talents and his virtues increafed with his 
cares. His foul feemed not to bear the limits of office a 
moment after the obligations of duty and patriotifm with. 
drew their reftraints from his univerfal love. When the 
mifguided favages of the wildernefs, after feeling his chaf- 
tifement, had fued for peace, he feemed to labour for their. 
happinefs as the common reprefentative of mankind. In- 
furre€tion was fo ftruck at his countenance that it fled from 
the fhock of his arms. Intrigue attempted to entangle him 
inher poifonous web, but he burft it with gigantic ftrength, 
and crufhed her labours. Anarchy looked out from her ca- 
vern, and was dafhed into oblivion, as we truft, for ever. 
The nations of Europe faw the wifdom of our laws, the vi- 
gour of our meafures, the juftice of our policy, the firmnefs 
of our government, and acquiefced in the neutrality of our 
flationt.”” 


* Major-General Henry Lee’s Funeral Oration, p. 12. 
t+ Judge Minot’s Eulogy, p. 15. 


(To be continued.) 





Account of the imminent Danger of Famine to which the 
Britifh Army was expofed previous to the Capture of 
Seringapatam. 


HE following extra& of a letter from an officer in In- 

“ dia, who was prefent at the capture of Seringapatam, 

gives fuch a pi€ture of the imminent peril to which the 
ritith army was expofed, in cafe of a failure in their im- 
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portant objeét, that the mind fhudders at ‘the contemplation 
otf the confequences which might have enfued from a little 
more vigilance and fkill inthe enemy. The anxiety of the 
gallant General Harris, under {uch circumftances, muft have 
been infinite ;*he muft have been confcious too, how much 
fin the eyes of the world,) military merit depends upon fuc- 
cefs—and, with the alternative of a conquered empire or a 
ruined army, we know not whether moft to admire the bald. 
nefs of the enterprife or the glory of the atchievement. 

Perfons lately arrived from India were aftonifhed at the 
little fenfation this fplendid a€tion had excited in Earope; 
in the Ealt it was celebrated with an enthufiafm worthy of 
its importance. 

““ If Tipsseo had employed his powers with the military 
{kill which he was fuppofed to poilefs, he might, without 
hazarding an engagement, by defultory tkirmifhes, diftant 
cannonades, and other hoftile movements, have fo harafled 
our infautry and weakened our cavalry, that a great part of 
our baggage, flores, and ammunition, would probably have 
fallen into his hands, and the army have been greatly impeded 
in its march to the place of its deflination.—Moreover, as 
the rainy feafon was approaching, there is reafon to believe 
that, had the Sultan employed the force he poffeffed with 
equal judgment and aftivity, the immediate objet of the 
campaign would have been defeated. 

** Ie had, indeed, been for fome time reported, that Tippoo 
was become fubjctt to fits of mental derangement, and the 
whole of his condu@ feems to juftify that opinion. He had 
difmiffed all his faithful friends, that had ferved him long and 
well, from his councils; and had called into his fervice 
men of little experience or capacity, who won his favour by 
flaering his caprices, and prdétifing an unrefifting fubmiflion 
tohis will. ‘The former had always difcouraged their mafter's 
difpofition to conneét himfelf with France, as pregnant with 
he mifchief it has fince produced; while the latter promoted 
it for no other reafon but becaufe it flattered his hopes of 
gratifying his refentment againft the Britifh power in India 

“ The importance of the fall of -Seringapatam to the 
pewer and commerce of Great Britain is not within the 
reach of ordinary calculation. From every appearance of 
us improving ftate, the cultivation of the country, the num 
ber of its inhabitants, and the advancing progrefs of its m- 
itary eltablifhment, that capital would in a {hort time have 
been impregnable ; and the power of Tippoo Saib would 
have 
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have been at leaft equal to the combined ftrength of the Eu. 
ropean fettlements in India. 

“ The Englifh army, on its approach to Seringapatam, 
fuffered very little inconvenience from the Sultan having 
deftroyed the villages and laid wafte the country in its front ; 
nor from the attempts that had been made to poifon the water 
in the tanks; becaufe, contrary to Tippoo’s expettation, we 
had by a deviation to the left, gained a-flourifhing and highly 
cultivated country, and got pofleffion of the large fort of 
Soocilly, which was full of cattle, grain, and forage. Lven 
tothe very vicinity of Seringapatam, General Harris had the 
choice of his route ; fo that he was enabled to fit down be- 
fore it with all his refources for the fiege undiminifhed, “Phe 
evil moft to be dreaded was famine. The whole of our draft 
and carriage bullocks died, and rice had rifen to three rupees 
the pound, on the day when the city was ftormed; fo that if 
we had not fucceeded in oyr attempt, the confequence would 
have been fatal to the army ; and that we were not repulfed, 
was owing to the incomparable condu& and intrepidity of the 
troops, as well as to the judicious means employed to fupport 
and proteét their extraordinary efforts. It may be proper to 
remark, that, notwithftanding the crrors committed by the 
Sultan in defence of the place, nothing lefs than the vaft 
combined army in our fervice could have crowned the enter- 
prife with fuccefs. 

“ The hour of attack was fortunate, as numbers of the 
enemy, and even the Sultan himfelf, had gone to take refrefh- 
ment. On hearing the alarm, he haftened back ; when find- 
ing that the grenadiers had entered the breach, and feeing his 
people falling all around him, he made for a fally port, where, 
amidft a crowd of fugitives, he was overtaken and flain. It 
is not yet known by whofe hand this tyrant of the Eaft was 
laid low ; and it is fuppofed that the jewels which he always 
wore about his perfon, and which were now become the {poils 
of the fortunate fuldier, whoever he might be, are too precious 
to be haflily acknowledged. It was faid that he conflantly 
wore a ruby ring, which was efteemed by him as the moit 
Valuable in his treafury ; his turban alfo was always adorned 
with a jewel of great value; and a pearl rofary was a 
continual ornament of his perfon. The pearls of which it 
tonfifted were of uncommon fize and beauty. They had 
been the colleétion of many years, and were the pride of his 
drefs, Neither of thefe precious articles have appeared fince 
the Sultan’s death. His body was found late in the evening 
tneath a heap of others, brought together in one promif. 
3G 2 cuous 
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cuous flaughter. He had been fhot in the temples, and was 
otherwife wounded as it appeared with a bayonet. 

The rooted and barbarous antipathy which this tyrant 
manifefted againft European prifoners of all ranks ina 
former war, feems to have accompanied him to the laf, 
Above twenty unhappy ftragglers from our army had fallen 
into his hands in the courfe of our march, whom he ordered 
to be put to death; and among them a little drummer boy of 
the Scotch brigade. Even his {mall motley band of French 
auxiliaries execrate his memory as a moft cruel tyrant, and 
reprefent, with bitter imprecations, the ignominy and hard. 
fhips to which he fubjeéted them. 

The carnage on this occafion was much lefs than might 
have been expeéted in a large city entered by ftorm, and filled 
with people whofe oppofition was continued in the flreets, 
and from the houfes. By the efforts of the General and 
others, the effufion of human blood was foon reitrained ; nor 
in the courfe of that plunder which the laws of war allowin 
certain cafes, was any defencelefs inhabitant killed, nor any 
woman treated with wanton brutality. 

The plunder of the town was very great, and many of 
the foldiers both native and European, pofleffed themfelves 
of very precious effeéts, in gold and jewels. Confiderable 
fortunes are fuppofed to have been made by perfons of higher 
rank inthe way of purchafe. The houfes of the chief, Sir- 
dars, as well as of the merchants and fhroffs, were completely 
pillaged ; while the women, alarmed for their perfonal fafety, 
emptied their coffers, and brought forth whatever jewels they 
eee Fortunately, however, for the army in general, 

e palace was fecured, The quantity of money yet d jil- 
covered, though great in itfelf, is by no means equal to what 
night hay e been expeéted from the known extent of Tippoos 
revenues and expenditure. Many lacks of {pecie it is fup- 
pofed are not yet found ; and it is equally probable that they 
never wil] be recovered.” 


—_——__————_ —-— ----— --- —_— -- -- —- ——— 


Account of the Horned Head-Dre/s of the Ladies in tit 
Fifteenth Century. 


[From Strutt’s View of the Drefs and Habits of the People of 
England. ] 


BOUT this time 2 prepofterous kind of head-drels 
made its appearance among the fair fex, diftinguithed 
by 




































,and was 


is tyrant 
nks in a 
the laf, 
ad fallen 
: ordered 
*r boy of 
f French 
rant, and 


nd hard. 


an might 
and filled 
e fireets, 
eral and 
ed; nor 
allow in 
nor any 


many of 
‘mfelves 
iderable 
| higher 
ief , Sir. 
ipletely 
| fafety, 
els they 
seneral, 
yet dil- 
to what 
Ippoo's 
is fup- 
at they 


in tit 


ople of 


1-drefs 
rvifhed 
by 











THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 353 


by the appellation of ‘ the horned head-drefs,” which is 
feverely reprobated by John de Muen, in his poem called 
the Codicil: he fpeaks to this effet: “ If I dare fay it, 
without making them,” that is the ladies, angry, I fhould 
difpraife their hofing, their veiture, their girding, their head- 
dreffes, their hoods thrown back, withtheir Aorns elevated 
and brought forward, as if it were to wound us. I know 
not whether they call them galiow/es or brackets, that prop 
up the horns, which they think are fo handfome; but of this 
I am certain, that Saint Elizabeth obtained not paradife by 
the wearing of fuch trumpery.’’—He then proceeds to de- 
ride the exceflive width of thefe head-dreffes, and fpeaks of 
the quantity of fine linen that was ufed to decorate them, 
ith much difapprobation. 

ABithop, who lived at this period, declaiming from the 
pulpit againft the falhionable foibles of the fair fex, accufes 
them of being marvelloufly arrayed in divers and quaint 
manners, and particularly with high horns. The prelate 
then gravely, with more zeal percliance than learning, attri- 
butes the caufe of the deluge to the pride and difguifing of 
the women, who, he tells us, were thereby led aftray into the 
paths of vice: but, refuming the former fubjeét, he com- 
pares the ladies of his day to horned {nails, to harts, and to 
unicorns; declaring that, by fuch unnatural adjuftments, 
they mocked God; and proceeds to relatea flory of agentle- 
woman, who came to a feaft, having her head ftrangely at- 
tired with long pins, that her head-drefs refembled a gibbet ; 
“and fo,” adds he, “* the was feorned by all the company, 
who ridiculed her tafte, and {aid, the carried a gallows upon 
her head.’’ All the remonttrances from the pulpit, the admo- 
monitions from the mora! writers, and the fatirical refleftions 
of.the poets, were not fufficiently powerful to conquer the 
prevalency of this faihion, or, at leaft, not very haftily ; for 
the horned head-drefs maintained its ground nearly two cen- 
turies, Lidgate, the monk of Bury, who lived in the reign 
of Heniy VI. has written a long ballad upon this fubjeét ; 
and he therein endeavours to perfuade the ladies to lay afide 
their horns, which, he infifls upon are no addition to their 
beauty ; for beauty, adds he, will fhow itfelf, though the 
horns be caft away. He ufes alfo another argument, namely, 
the example of the Virgin Mary, who never fubmitted to 
any fuch difguifement. 

_Atthe commencement of the fifteenth century this {pe- 
cies of head-dreis was extended to a prepofterous fize. 
We learn that, when Ifabe! of Bavaria, the vain and luxu- 
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rious confort of Charles VI. of France, kept her court a 
Vincennes, it was neeeffary to make all the doors in the palace 
higher and wider, to admit the head-dreffes of the Queen and 
her ladies. Indeed, it is by no means wondertul, that large 
coiffures fhould have continued long in fafhion, efpecially 
among the women of high rank, when it is confidered, that 
they admitted of a pioportionable varicty of ornaments, 
and afforded an opportunity for the ladies of difplaying 
their tafe to greater advantage than a {mailer compafs would 
admit of. 

A foreign author {peaks of the horned head-drefs, as it was 
worn at Lyons, in the following manner: “ It confifted ofa 
mixture of woollen cloth and filk, with two horns refembling 
turrets, and was cut and pinked after the fafhion of a German 
hood, or crifped like the belly of a calf.’’ But, at the time of 
his writing, this attire feems to have been upon the decline; 
the more fafhionable one he thus deferibes: *” The ladies 
ernamented their heads with certain rolls of linen, pointed 
hike fleeples, generally half, and fometimes three quarters of 
an ell in height.”’ ‘Vhefe were called by fome great butter- 
flies, from having two long wings on each fide refembling 
thofe of that infect. The high cap was covered with a fine 
piece of lawn hanging down to the ground, the greater part 
of which was tucked under the arm. The Jadies of a mid- 
dle rank wore caps of cloth, confilting of feveral breadths 
or bands, twilled round the head, with two wings on the fide 
hike affes’ ears; others, again, of a higher condition, wore 
caps of black velvet, half a yard high, which in thefe days 
would appear very ftrange and unfeemly. “ It is no eafy 
matter,’ continues the author, “ to give a proper defcrip- 
tion in writing of the different fafhions in the dreffes of the 
jadies ;"’ and he refers the readers to the ancient tapeftry and 
painted glafs, in which they may fee them more perfetily 
reprefenied: to thefe he might have added the illuminated 
manufcripts, wherein they are frequently enough to be met 
with. 





CHARACTER of the SWISS. 
{From Watkins’s Travels through Switzerland, &c. &c. in 1787, 


1788, and 1789. ] 


} i. : ~ . . . 
HE Swifs and their allies are fuppofed to amount to more 
than two millions of fouls. ‘Their manner of livingts 
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much more fimple than that of their neighbours, as they are 
more reftri€ted by their refpeétive governments ; fumptuary 
jaws being in full force among them, and no amufement, fuch 
as games of hazard, plays, operas, or even dancing, except at 
appointed times, being permitted. As every citizen isa fol- 
dier (the clergy excepted), they on Sundays, after divine 
fervice, go through the military exercife. They are careful 
of the education of their youth, as is evident from their 
public feminaries or univerfitics, the principal of which are 
at Bafil and Berne. ‘ 

In giving you a fketch of the national charafter, I fhall 
confine myfelf to the popular governments, as 1 think the 
people there retain the temper and manners of the ancient 
Swifs more than the other cantons. Of them I think very 
favourably, provided I except thofe of the lower clafs, who 
have feen other countries, or have any communication with 
travellers ;-as fuch are not only in this, but in every other 
country of the world, deceitful and mercenary. With re- 
gard to the general inhabitants of thefe cantons, they feem 
to be frugal without meannefs, brave without vanity, and hof- 
pital without offentation: to ftrangers they are courteous 
and polite, without being either defigning or troublefome, 
They value but little thofe diftin@tions of birth, rank, and 
fortune, which, in the other countries of Europe, and indeed 
inthe other cantons of Switzerland, are fo obfequioufly cul- 
tivated, as they meafurethe dignity of the fituation by the 
merit of the individual. Every man here knows the fitue 
ation of his own free government, and as he alfo knows him- 
felf to bea component part of it, is from intereft as well as 
principle areal patrtot. 

Such is their attachment to their country, that of the Swifs 
regiments in foreign fervice, mauy of the foldiers, after a 
long abfence, pine and ficken for their return. Should that 
liberty be refufed them (which never is, from experience of 
the il] confequence), their death is inevitable, as neither pro- 
motion nor emolument can diffipate the n nelancholy that preys 
upon them. Home is the only cure of this fingular ma- 
lady, which is cailed the Sw2/s fichne/s, and that infallible. 
In domettic life their private virtues flow from their public 
chara&ter: to their parents they are grateful and obedient ; 
to their families affeétionate and attentive ; inflexible in 
friendthip ; mild as fuperiors, and benevolent as men. 


Method 
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Method to prevent Hares and Rabbits barkirg young 
Piantations : 


By Wiix11aM Patrenson, £/q. of Ibornden, in Kent, 


{ From the Eleventh Volume of the Tranfattions of the Society for 
the Encouragement of Arts, &c.] 


ARES, rabbits, and rats, have a natural antipathy to tar; 

but tar, though fluid, contrafts, when expofed to the 

fun and air for atime, a great drynefs, and a very binding 

quality ; and, if applied to trees in its natural ftate, will oc- 

cafion them to be bark-bound. Toremove this difficulty, tar 

is of fo ftrong a favour, that a {mall quantity, mixed with 

other things in their nature open and loofe, will give the 

whole mixture fuch a degree of its own talte and {mell as 
will prevent hares, &c. touching what it is applied to. 

Take any quantity of tar, and fix or feven times as much 
greafc, flirring and mixing them well together; with this 
compofition brufh the ftems of young trees, as high as hares, 
&c. can reach; and it will effeétally prevent their being 
barked. I believe, if a plantation of afh (which they are 
very fond of) were made into a rabbit-warren, this mixture 
would certainly preferve it. 

They do great mifchief among flowering Guube, are parti- 
cularly fond of Spanifh broom, fcorpion-fenna, and cver 
green cytifus. I have had thofe fhrubs eat down to a flump ; 
but as the mixture cannot be convenientiy applied to them, 
I have inclofed ticir branches with new tartwine, by putting 
it feveral times round the fhrub, which has had the defired 
effe& ; tar-rwine, by being expoled to the air and rain, will 
lofe its fmell; confequently, muft be renewed as occafion 
requires; but the mixture is always to be preferred, where it 
can be ufed. 





AREFLECTION. 


ANY fthallow people make their fortunes by the mere 
force of goffiping. With fome it paffes for know- 

ledge of the world; whereas it is only pra¢tifing an art 
which, though infupportably tedious and infipid to men of 
P } > y : 1 
a different turn, inftead of cofting 


g them any trouble, is their 
native element; for they were born goffips. 
9 SPANISH 
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SPANISH DIGNITY. 


SPANISH cavalier was whipped through the principal 
ftreets of Paris, and, keeping a fober pace, was adviled, 
by fome who pitied him, to go falter; but he, half angry, 
replied, that he would not alter one flep of his pace for all 


the whipping in Paris. 





An ANECDOTE. 





‘ 

{ISS SEWARD, once in a fportive humour, very 
AVA gravely requefled Dr. Johnfon. to explain a dilficulty 
which puzzled her. “* Propofe your difficulty, Madgm,” 
faid the Dof&tor. “* What relation, Sir, is that child to its 
own father, who is not its own father’s own fon?’ “* What 
relation,” muttered the Doétor, as he paraded up-and dowa 
the room, “* is that child to its own father, who is not its own 
father’s own fon ? Madam, it is a foolifh queftion.” “ It 
feems, however, Doétor, a queftion which you cannot anfwer: 
Do you give it up?” “* No, Madam, I'll not give up any 
thing. What relation”, &c. again muttered he. “* Madam, 
itisawoman’s queition.” ‘“* True, Dogtor, and, for once, 
a woman will teach you; it is, Dr. Johnfon, his daughter.” 





r ~ . w 
Anfwer, by james Chivers, Schoolmafler, at St. Auftell, ta 
Cleon’s Quejtion, inferted December 2, 


UT a= the nat. fine of 60° (for each angle of an equis« 

A lateral triangle contains fo many degrees), and x= the 

fide fought ; then ax*—-2 ==the_ area, and 3x==the fum of 
d 

the three fides; therefore, as1:107 2 ax’—-2%10 a x72, and 

by the queftion 10 a x°—-2==240x, which is a fimple equa- 

tion, as required: hence x==55.43-+ the fide of the Z\, and 
the paving comes to 551. 8s. 4d. 

(<r We have received the like anfwer from E. Robins, of 

Creed; and J. Smith, and A. Corfe, of the Royal Artillery, 





Anfuver, by G, Eng and, of Uplym C. 68 the Rebus, rnfer ted the 
3d of February. 
RAY is, I think, the perfon’s name, 
His lines are worthy praife; 


Vor. XXXYV. > YI Inrok 
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Inrol it on the page of fame; 
His reputation raife. 
tr We have received the like anfwer from Serjeant Ah, 
of the Exminfter Volunteers ; T. Jarvis, of Malborough; 
G. Coulman, of Broadhempfton; W. Hobbs, T. Whicker, 
W. Harris, Jun. and R, Thomas, of Excter. 





A CHARADE, 4by R. Thomas, of Exeter, 


O Goadby’s bards I now attempt to write 

Charadian lines, in which I take delight. 

To thee, my firft, from whom all graces flow: 
May Britons’ conforts a like pattern draw! 


Would Pope’s bright genius my weak mule infpire, 
I'd praife my next with a poetic fire ; 

Britons with extacy her name adore 

Till days, and months, and years, fhall be no more. 


My whole did late a mournful fcene convey, 
What dreadful horrors ufher’dinthe day! ~ 
Each human effort prov’d in vain to fave 
Brave Britifh heroes from a watry grave. 

























A CHARADE, by P. Gove, of Exeter, 


?>\ CAP’D from winter’s icy chains, 

View the verdant hill and plain; 
Lovely nature ’gain renews 
Her gaudy drefs and pleafing hues. 
See! the fylvan fcene around, 
With delightful umbrage crown’d, 
Hark! my firil, in lively ftrain, 
Hails returning [pring again. 
Here behold my fecond rife 
In verdant colours tothe fkies, 
While the fky-lark pours his lay 
To th’ enlivening orb of day. 
While the thruth and linnet’s firains 
Echo thro’ the verdant plains, 
Chearful as the feafon’s gay, 
Sprightly hop from {pray to {pray. 
Carelefs of my whole they are, 
For oft to them it proves a {nare. 

6 


POETRY. 





eant Ah, 
borough ; 


Whicker, 


Dire, 


ore, 


PRY, 














P QO .E.:F. Bik 


For the WeeExkty ENTERTAINER. 








LINES om the VALUE of WEALTH BENEVOLENTLY 


APPLIED. 

wir power or charms has gold? Isit a coin 
That’s current thro’ the world, or only where 

The tyrant avarice, hel!-born! rears his throne? 

(And where’s the {pot that can exemption boatt ?) 

Alas! it muft be own’d its power is great 5 

Itcharms too much ; it tempts the facrilice 

Of honour, health, integrity, and crath ; 

Sometimes our own, fometimes a brother’s life, 


Whence artthouthen? The gen’rous gift of Heaven, 
Or did th’ infernal fpirit fel! to thee 
Thy fell authority? Itisnot fo: 
Thou ast the gift of God; and if of him, 
Not then to be contemn’d but rather fought. 
He fent thee from the fky, to-eafe the wants, 
And cheer the heartsof his poor, needy fons— 
But not to be ador’d—not to be made 
The ultimatum of the mind’s purfuit: 
He thee ordain’d a friend of human kind: 
(For all his works befpeak a wife intent,) 
Affign'd thee to obtain the luicious joys, 
And pious fatisfaGtions, fruits divine! 
Of the tree practice of beneficence. 
But man, his Reward, forfeited his tratt ; 
Rais’d thee an altar on the facred {poils 
Of peace, compafiion, and benevolence ; 
Advance’d thee to a god, and call’d thee Mammon. 
For thee, what thoufands ftrive, and pant, and toil ! 
‘The merchant who, to dittant fhores repairs, 
Where burning zones begirt the fandy plains, 
And fcorching elements his blooms confume: 
The naked Atrican, {weating his blood 
Beneath the lath of cruel-matter’s hand, 
His coal-black fides ftain’d with the living flood: 
And moles who delve the bofom dank of earth, 
Far from the holy Jight of day remov’d ; 
Inftead of whofe clear orb, a trembling torch 
Sheds melancholy luftre round their cave : 
All thefe alike puriue thee; differing but 
In one material circumftance ; the flaves 
Toil, fweat, and pant for others; while the man 
Of traffic Jabours only for himfelf. 


Rail 
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Hail powerful fource of evil and of good ! 
If rightly us’d thou art a precious boon ; 
A gem of indufiry well worth the pains 5 
A cordial to reftore the fainting powers 

Of mortals, under penury’s cold touch 
Sinking, and fighing for a colder bed. 


When murd’rous war, with Heaven-defying yell, 
Bedews the grafly plains with kindred blood, 
And dark-ey'd famine italksthecity thro ; 
When aétuai fcenes like thefe appal the heart, 
And force the marble eye of apathy 
To meit in tears; yea, when the dreadful figns 
Of thele dire times make e’en the chearful face 
Of virtue and religion to grow pale: 

Then, Oh rich man! be wife, benevolent, 
And with o’erfowing heart and liberal hand 
Jmpart a portion of thy dazzling duit 

To foothe the crying miferies of the poor. 


Taviftock, JOHN COMMINS. 





Ox the DEATH of 2 CANARY BIRD. 


DIEU, {weet bird! alas! for ever gone— 
No more thy melody fhall charm my ear ; 
No more thy tuneful twitter hail the dawn, 
No more thy fong enraptur’d mutt I hear. 


No vocal woods thy fwelling mote has grac’d, 
No thady grove has echo’d back thy fong ; 

The hawthorn buth ne’er fereen’d thy moffy nef, 
Nor faw thee, tender, rear thy callow young. 


Around thy narrow {phere condemn’d to roam, 
No difcontent difturb’d thy peaceful breait ; 

Till death, untimely, fwept thee to the tomb, 
And huth’d thy little flutt’ring cares to reit. 


Oft have I fed thee with renew'd delight, 
And amply haft thou paid my anxious Care ; 
Ah me! thou’rt {natch’d for ever from my fight, 
My cares are paft, and mem’ry drops her tear. 


Ditchling. T. SADLER. 





Epitaph on the Death of an Infant, forely affi@ed wt!’ 
Pains before he died, 


} IS life, fweet babe, with various ills was fraught, 

Beyond defcription or the pow*r of thotght: 
Bleit charge! from earth to Heav’n he wine’d his way, 
To live with angels in eternal day. 


Swimbridge, April 8, 18c0. 
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